
Serenity Alpacas 

Field Trip Proposal
Location: Serenity Alpacas Farm
Audience: North Carolina Public & Private Schools (K–12)
Program Length: 60–90 minutes (age-adjusted)
Core Focus: Life Science, Agriculture, Environmental Stewardship, Literacy, Career Awareness



Program Overview

Serenity Alpacas offers a hands-on, standards-aligned agricultural field trip experience where students engage directly with alpacas while learning about animal needs, ecosystems, sustainable farming, and real-world agricultural careers. Instruction is led by experienced alpaca farmers in a safe, outdoor learning environment.



Integrating the Alpaca Field Trip (Suggestions for teachers)
The field trip provides a hands-on, experiential learning opportunity that can be leveraged to meet this ELA standard. 
Before the Field Trip: Building Foundational Knowledge
1. Read Informational Texts: Provide students with a variety of non-fiction texts about alpacas (their habitat, diet, fiber production, care, behavior, etc.).
2. Generate Inquiry Questions: In small groups, have students generate a list of questions they hope to answer during the field trip. This encourages critical thinking and active learning.
3. Predict and Cite: Ask students to make predictions about what they will see and learn. Require them to cite specific details from the pre-reading material to support their predictions. 
During the Field Trip: Gathering Evidence
1. Guided Observation and Note-Taking: Provide students with a structured note-taking guide or a digital recording tool. The guide should align with the questions generated earlier.
2. Ask and Answer: Encourage students to ask the farm staff questions and record the answers, focusing on specific facts and details shared by the expert.
3. Capture Details: Students can take photos or draw sketches of alpacas, their pens, feeding areas, and any informational signs to use as "text evidence" later. 
After the Field Trip: Citing Evidence and Drawing Inferences
1. Answer Inquiry Questions: Students will use their notes and observations (now considered their "text evidence") to answer the questions they generated before the trip.
2. Write Informational Pieces: Students can write a report or create a presentation about alpacas. They must explicitly refer to details from their notes and the original non-fiction texts to support their claims.
3. Compare and Contrast: Have students compare the information from their reading with their real-life observations. For example, "The book said alpacas eat X, but the farmer told us they also eat Y".
4. Inference Activity: Challenge students to draw inferences based on the details they gathered. For example, "Based on the farmer's actions and the clean pens, I can infer that alpacas are well cared for" (requiring them to cite specific observations as evidence). 



Grade-Level Alignment & Activities



Grades K–2: Animals & Basic Needs

Essential Question: What do animals need to live and grow?

Activities & Standards Alignment:

1. Meet an alpaca and observe its behavior and body parts
Science: K.L.1.1

2. Identify basic needs: food, water, shelter, and care
Science: K.L.1.2, 1.L.1.1, 1.L.1.2

3. Compare alpacas to familiar animals (pets or farm animals)
Science: 1.L.1.2, EX.2.L.1.2

4. Listening and speaking during guided discussion
ELA: SL.K–2.1


Student Outcome: Students can describe one animal’s needs and explain how the farm provides it.


Grades 3–5: Life Cycles, Habitats & Agriculture

Essential Question: How do animals grow and survive in their environments?

Activities & Standards Alignment:

1. Discuss alpaca life cycle from cria to adult
Science: 3.L.1.3

2. Explore alpaca habitat and pasture environment
Science: 4.L.1.1, 5.L.2.1, 5.L.2.3

3. Feeding demonstration and digestion basics
Science: 5.L.2.2

4. Introduction to fleece and fiber processing (shearing to yarn)
Social Studies: 4.E.1.1

Note-taking and informational discussion
ELA: RI.3–5.1


Student Outcome: Students explain how an alpaca’s environment supports its survival.

Grades 6–8: Ecosystems, Sustainability & Animal Welfare


Essential Question: How do farming practices impact ecosystems?

Activities & Standards Alignment:

1. Pasture management and grazing systems
Science: 6.L.2.3

2. Human impact and sustainable farming practices
Science: 8.L.3.1

3. Predator protection and livestock guardian dogs
Science: 6.L.2, 8.L.3

4. Fiber grading and comparison to other livestock fibers
Social Studies: 7.E.1.1

Small-group discussion and analysis
ELA: SL.6–8.1


Student Outcome: Students analyze one sustainable practice used at Serenity Alpacas.


Grades 9–12: Animal Science, Agribusiness & Careers


Essential Question: How do science and economics shape modern agriculture?

Activities & Standards Alignment:

1. Alpaca biology, adaptation, and genetics overview
Biology: Bio.2.1.2, Bio.3.1.1

2. Ethical animal husbandry and welfare standards
Earth/Environmental Science: Een.2.8.1

3. Farm economics: costs, revenue, and marketing alpaca products
CTE: AS.01, AS.07

4. Career pathways in agriculture and animal science
Career Readiness: CCR.A.1

Question-and-answer session with farm owner
ELA: SL.9–12.1


Student Outcome: Students identify at least one agricultural career pathway.



Safety & Accessibility

Handwashing stations provided

Clear animal interaction guidelines

Outdoor learning with shaded areas

ADA-accessible viewing areas where feasible




Educational Value Statement

This field trip supports the North Carolina Standard Course of Study by providing experiential learning in life sciences, environmental responsibility, literacy, and career awareness through authentic agricultural practice.



Contact: Serenity Alpacas (info@serenityalpacas.com)
Program Type: Standards-Aligned Agricultural Education Field Trip
